Pre-writing the history essay:
Fill in this organization page completely before you begin writing your final essay. Remember in your commentary sentences and in your conclusion, do not summarize!   Rather try to do some of the following:  put your evidence into context, find patterns, describe trends, evaluate the overall significance to the present, make observations about the nature of ideas or human behavior, judge the role of history in our lives, evaluate the degree to which we are "shaped by our western civilization."
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